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A.    Tolstoy. He alone.

In speaking of politics, Gandhi made the following declarations*

The Indian National Congress, which I represent at the
Round Table Conference, makes no distinctions between classes,
beliefs or sexes. It has always shown itself the champion of the
cause of the pariahs. But, before everything, the Congress repre-
sents the millions of the wretched who live in India and who
represent more than 85 per cent of the population.

In the name of that organization, I demand the Complete
Independence of India without excluding a voluntary association
with England in terms of absolute equality. We do not refuse
certain federation or recognized safeguards for the interests of India.

The Hindustan Times, 17-12-1931

245.    A MANIFESTO1

[On or before December 5, 1931]

The Congress demands Complete Independence, including
full control of defence forces, External Affairs and Finance, not ex-
cluding equal partnership with Britain determinable at the ins-
tance of either party, subject to the discharge or adjustment of
mutual obligations.

SAFEGUARDS

The Congress will accept safeguards necessary in the interests
of India and is willing to take over all legitimate obligations, sub-
ject to examination by an impartial tribunal. The Congress is
committed to a purely national solution of the question of mino-
rities but will,, if necessary, accept the principle of special reserva-
tion of seats in legislature for Muslims and Sikhs as a necessary
evil for historical reasons.

UNTOUCHABLES

The cause of untouchables will be the special care of the Con-
gress, and it would be unjust to treat them separately and thus
give untouchability a legal status when every attempt is being
made to abolish the evil altogether.

* The source says this was a parting manifesto by Gandhyi issued by the
Commonwealth of India League. Since no other version is available, it can-
not be ascertained whether this was the complete text or only portions taken
from the document.